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a distinction that he had not honest}' enough to make, and
it was sufficient for him that we were Franks, who are gene-
rally looked upon in this part of the world to be as rich as
princes. The best terms I could perswade him to make was
an offer of a receipt that I had freely made him a present of
the money and note in question, with a promise to make no
farther demand during the remaining part of this journey.
It was in vain to attempt at present to procure any farther
redress, and therefore we were forced to be content till our
arrival at Aleppo.
In the evening one of his people came, in a very abrupt
manner, to demand two fundiclees for having had so much
trouble with the Frenchman. And here I cannot help ob-
serving that the Arab to whom we paid two hundred and
seventy five piasters for seven camels seemed to have had a
principal hand in the oppression we had been under; for he
was one of the Sheik's council during the whole time of the
debate, and made no scruple of sacrificing those who had
paid him so handsomely for his camels, with an intention, as
I suppose, of escaping scot-free himself. Therefore let those
who shall pass this way hereafter put no trust in any Arab,
especially those of the desert, for there is not one of them but
is villain enough to cut your throat for ten piasters, if he
had a fair opportunity; and therefore the utmost care and
caution is necessary whenever there is occasion to transact
anything with them, or when you in any sense come under
their power.
June the 2,znd. We began our march at half an hour after
sunrise, and about eight we left the loose sandy soil behind
us, and were got among some low hills. We now found a
change of the soil every hour, for it was sometimes gravelly,
sometimes stony, and frequently a firm sand with bushes,
At nine we crossed a place which resembled the bed of a river
which had been dried up; and at two in the afternoon we
arrived at Ghurare1, which is an old ruined fort, where there
is pretty good water. Here we met with Seid Tallub with
1 I cannot identify the name. There are many ruined forts in the
district.